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yo rene 


TH. Bay, 


PREFACE 


WE hath already been- Written againſt Occaſſo- 
nal Communion by ſeveral Learned and Judi- 


cious Men, and the Silence of many more on this Sub- 
jedt; may, on the one hand, cauſe ſome to judge the 
Publication of the following Diſcourſe altogether un- 


neceſſary : and on the other, to condemn me of Pride 
pro p 4 4 


bent my 
God; or if I did prefer my own Private Good, to the 


Good of the Publick :' Intereſt too in Popular Elections 
might have prevailed with me (being unpreferr d) to 
have held my Tongue upon this Subjed, and to have 
been rather a Reader, than — of the Pre 


ſent Controverſie.. 


Theſe and many other things might have diſcouraged 
me from this dangerous Attempt of expoſing my ſelf to the 
Publick Cenſures of my Conntrymen ; by ſuffering theſe 
Private Iuſtrucłions to appear in Publick,, and by car- 
Hing this Pulpit Diſcourſe beyond the Doors of the 
But yet, methinks I am not left without a + 
proper Defence neither. For when Schiſm and Faction 
em their Heads openly, and plead their Rights to a 


Church. 


Toleration : it ſeems to me a Neceſſary thing that we 


ſhould be incompaſſed about with a Cloud of Witneſſes io 
the contrary. And, when God giveth the Increaſe, the 
A 2 


Labours 


ncy in the Undertaking. And if I bad 
ind to the ſtudy of pleaſing Men, more than” 


. 


—— — — 


The Preface. 


Labours of the Leaſt of the Apoſiles cannot be unſucceſs- 
ful. Beſides, I am of Opimon tov, That when private 
Ad monitions * of their end; the Evil ought to be 
rooted out by Public Reproofs, - © * 
As concerning the matter or A of this Ser- 
mon; I ſhall not trouble ay ſelf to make an Apology for 
either of them. If the Word of Truth be rightly di- 
vided, and m y Expreſſions proper- enough to convey the 
Ideas and Meanings of my Mind feithfully to others : 
1 ſhall think my ſelf to have attained all the Happineſs 
of the more Polite and Elegant Writers of this Age. I 
have this only to requeſt of thoſe, who ſhall think it 
worth their peruſal ; that they would be pleaſed to read 
it with as little Prejudice, as I wrote it. And then 1 
doubt not, but throngh-the Grace of God, it will au- 
ſmer the End of the Fublißer; whoſe Aim aud Deſign 
it not to reproach the Weakneſs of 2 but by the Mi- 
eiſtration of the Spirit to help tbeir Ifir mities; not to 
irritate or provoke our Diſſenters by fiery Words, but by 
a Friendly manifeſtation of their Errors and the injuſtice 
of their Ge to fix the Doctrine of Chriſtian Mode- 
ration within its proper Limits, to the Glory of God, 
the Edification of Chriſt's Flock, and the Promotion of 
the Public Welfare and Happineſs of all Men. 
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NY XII. 18. 


If s it be poſſible, as much as lieth in you, 
live peaceably with all Men. 


— 


* 


ſing any Society of Men whatever can en- 

joy; ſo tis what God principally intends in 

his Church for his own Glory; and enjoyns 

all Chriſtians for their own ſakes carefully to ſeek 
aſter, and diligently to follow with one another. 
And among other places in Holy Scripture, where 
this Duty of Love and Unity is Commended and 
Enjoy ned unto us, this of 11 Apoſtle is very Emi- 
nent. 


P EACE and Union, as tis the greateſt Bleſ- 


—— ——— — 
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nent. In the Verſe before he had taught his Ro- 
mans Mildly and Patiently to receive the Outrages 
and Wrongs done unto them; and alſo in their 
Carriage a 1 towards others to be Harm- 
leſs and 160 ff five, keeping a god Decorum in all 
their Words and Actions; but ſoreſeeing the cauſeleſs 
Schiſms and Diviſions that would afterwards hap- 
pen — thro oe — and 
Ambition of Gunning ary y ho would 
privily Nes ri ban 5 and Seduce 
many, by reaſon of whom the way of Truth ſhould 
be Evil ſpoken of: The Apoſtle here in this Verſe 
bath added to his former Inſtructions a particular 
Caution againſt too eaſie compliauces with ſueh Men 
(which after his ſtrict Injunctions to Peace th 

might be ſubject to) for fear of breaking the bond 
of Love, and giving offence to others. By all means 
he would have them be Peaceable, Meek, Gentle, 
and Tender-hearted ; not given 10 brawling, rail- 
ins ot revenge, but willing tb pardon Injuries, to 
reconcile Difterences, and to promote the Welfare, 
Peace and Happineſs of all Men, vi. in all ſuch 
caſes, wherein God hath put it in our power ſo to 
do. If it be poſſible, as nuch as lietb in you, live 
peaceably with All Men. M0 

He who is Proud and Contentious, Affrontive 
and Revengful, and walks not in Love-according to 
Divine Preſcription, is ſubject to every evil, and 
lies under che diſpleaſure of an incenſed God: who 
Anger burns, like a conſuming Fire, and will certain- | 
ly deſtroy all his Enemies round about. But now 
care-alſo muſt be taken, that we paſs not the bounds 


of 


8 — — rayon thang _ 
of- Chriſtian Moderation and' Peace. 2 


, of Chriſtian\Moderation,! and become guilty of any 
_ finful compliances. And this is à point, which will 
require your greateſt Attention and Conſideration ; 
as that againſt which the wiſeſt and the beſt of 
Men are moſt apt to offend : and is very wortby of 
your moſt ſerious Thoughts both with reſpe& to the 
Times we live in; and to the Diſputes of the Chri- 
ſtians of our own Nation. To end which unhappy 
Controverſies, I have determined from the Words 
before us, to ſhew you the Extent of the Duties 
mentioned by the Apoſtle in the foregoing Verſe, 
or how far God hath left it in our power to live 
thus peaceably with all Men. . 


Firſt then, 1 lay down this Propoſition; as one, 

which I think, may be granted for true without any - 

long Deliberation ; That in all Caſes of common bu- 

fineſs and intercourſe between Man and Man, the 

Duty is Univerſal and alway obligatory. For nei- 

ther according to the Law of Natyre, nor the Law 

of God can any Man plead an exmeption from the 

obligation thereof, For all the Members of every 

Society, whether Chriſtian or otherwiſe, ought al- 

ways 'to be linked together in a Bond of Love and 

Amity ; not only for the Defence of one another a- 

gainſt a Common Enemy, but alfo for the Preſer- 

vation of Peace and Unity among themſelves. Thus 

it belongs to Men of the ſame Community to be al- 

ways doing good Offices one to another, to be Men 

of Candour and Affability, of Liberality and Juſtice, 

ready to comfort the Infirm, to ſupport the Weak, 

to relieve the Diſtreſſed, tobe grateful for —_— 
| B 2 es 
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ſes received, to repay the good Deeds of their Be- 
nefactors with diligent and honeſt Service, and ne- 
ver to ſay or do any thing, without an abſolute ne- 
ceſlity, that may injure the Eſtate or good Name of 
another Man. And be who offends in any of theſe 
or ſuch like Particulars, _— and willingly ; 
ought to be looked upon, till full ſatisfaction be 
made for the wrong that he hath done, as a Betray. 
er of his Friends, and a Deſerter of the Common- 
wealth. Indeed, where a Man has firſt received an 
injury from another; whether he ought to reſent 
it or not, is a matter not ſo eaſily Determined, by 
all alike. Wherefore this I ſay as to that matter, 
That the Vindication of a Man's ſelf from the Re- 
proaches and Defamations of flander6us and unjuſt 
Men may ſometimes be allowed to ſtand with Ho- 
nour; and may not only be well defended, but in 
ſome Caſes is very requiſite alſo, even according to 
the ſtricteſt Rules of Morality and Religion. For 
when the Slander is once gone abroad, and begins 
to be Publickly talked of; if the Perſon injured be a 
Man in Publick Office and of great Reputation in 
the World, ſach as the Teachers and Leaders of the 
People; and if the Injury be offered too by a Man 
of Credit and Repute; Ilook upon a Vindication to 
be abſolutely neceſſary, leſt ſuch an one grow Con- 
temptible, and be thought unfit to be kept any 
longer in the Honourable Station he is in. But let 
not any one miſtake me neither in this; for I would 
be here underſtood of a Modeſt Vindication of our 
ſelves without returning an injury. For he who 
proceeds to Railing and Duelling is a Violator of 


the 


of Chriſtiun Moderation and Peace. 


the Common Peace, as much or more than the other 


who gave the firſt Affront. For not to mention 


how Apoſtle wonders. at Litigious Chriſtians, 
that they did not rather ſuffer loſs than go to Law 
with one another, and have bitter Strife and Envy 
18 themſelves, ſince they had their Maſter 
ESO S tor an Example of ſuffering patiently for 
well doing, and were eee to the Imitation 
of his Example by the promiſes of God's Favour, 


and Everlaſting Lite ; not to mention this, I ſay; 
even according to the Opinion of the Platonifts, he 


who pardoneth not an Injury offends more than he 
who firſt offered it. And Maximut Tyrius. in his 
Excellent Diſſertation, Whether Injuries opght to be 


returned or no, ſaith, That, if a Compariſon be made 


between the injuſtice of the one and the other, the Re- 


venger of an Injury is more unjuſt than he who firſt 


gave it, Upon the whole matter then, I will and - 


command you in the Name of Chriſt Jeſus, that in 


all matters of common buſineſs and intercourſe. one 


with another, you every one fludy to be quiet, and to 
mind your own buſineſs, having your Converſation in 
the World Holy and Dublameable before God and 
Man : not rendring Evil for Evil, but ever following 
that which is good, both among your ſelves and to all 


Men. 


But. Secondly, In the matter of Religion and the 
Worſhip of God, the Spirit in Scripture tells us, that 
the ſame method is not always ſtrictly to be follow- 
ed. Some Circumſtances here will determine the 
judgments of Orthodox Chriſtians another way, 

| an 
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and will force them to confeſs, that Men of Con- 
ſcience are not ſo wholly left at Liberty to comply 
with the Humours of Miſguided Men. For when 


Hereſies and Schiſms, Factions and Rebellions in 
Church or State, are the Matters of Controverfy and 
Diſpute, it is not poſſible for the Man of God to 
comply with the finful Authors thereof, and at the 
ſame time, to keep a Conſcience void of offerce towards 
Goc; which oug t always to be ſolely, at [caſt prin- 
cipally, intended by us. All the your Offices we 
can do for ſuch, are, to Rebuke and Exhort them with 
all Love; and to reſtore them, if we can, in the Spirit 


2. Meekyeſs. * To go farther, is to make our ſelves 


Partakers of their Sins, and to enter into League and 
Covenant with them againſt God, and his Church, 
For all Flattery and Indulgence here is ſoothing them 
in their Erroneous Practices; for it is an Argument 
to them, that ſuch Perſons think them not culpable; 
and that their pernicious ways are innocent and 
harmleſs. But when the Scriptures every where 
condemn cauſleſs Diviſions, call Hereſie damnable, 
forewarn us not to have 7 ellowſhip with the 
Abettors and Favourers of ſuch ſcandalous Doctrines; 
when st. Paul blames the Corinthians for declaring 
in favour of one lawfully ordained Miniſter in con- 
tempt of another; What can a good Man call the 
cauſe of ſuch Errors and Miſtakes, but want of Di- 
vine Knowledge, or want of Zeal for God's Glory, 
or of both? Had the Chriſtians of the firſt Ages 
thought themſelves at liberty to tolerate Heterodox 

Chriſtians and the Dividers from their Corpmunion, 
without Cenſure, the uſeful Labours of 9 
»* , : 0 
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of the Fathers had beeri ſuperſeded : nor. had» © 
Epiphanius and others tranſmitted to us in their Wri- 
tings the Nanits of ſo many Cont Diſtarbers of 
the Unity of kde Church. Our Martyrologies had 
been ſnorter, and we had never heard of ſo man 
glorious Sufferers for the Cauſe of Chriſt, It 1s 
not poſſible for Men of Chriſtian Patience, Prudence 
and Sincerity to keep Peace with them, who break 
Cortmanion with the National 'Orthodox. Church 3 


„„ 


if to Rebake and Ethort the Erroneous, to cut off 
md Supprels Schilms, muft be called a Breach. of 

+ Wl Charicy. But to ſpeak more particularly; The Do- 

; Wl Rtines of Moderation and Peace are urged in Vain 

din all ſach Caſes ; wherein, if we Conſent and Com- 

1 Wl piy, chere is no Poſſibility's preſervin; the Unity 

n ll of che Faith, the Peace of good Conſcience, and 

it Wl the neceſſary Order and Diſcipline both of Church 

ind State; as I am ready to prove in the following. 

Aer of this eld. 

. And I. I affirm, That the Doctrine of Modera- « 
be tion and Peace is urged in vain in all ſuch caſes; 3 


sz wherein, if we conſent and comply, there is no 
no Wl poſlibility of preſerving the Unity of the Faith. _ 


the By the Chriſtian Faith is here meant the funda- 
Di- mental Dotrrines of the Chriſtian Religion revealed 
ry, in the Holy Goſpel, and neceſſary to be believed by 
ges us for our Salvation and Juſtification. And theſe 
Jox ae the ſame, which the Apoſtles, or Apoſtolical 
ion, Men from their Writings, have briefly drawn up in 
eral N that wholefome Form of Sound Doctrine, which 
of | bath 
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"hath been deliver'd to us under the Name of Is 
Apoſtles” Creed. And to this, as the Chriſtians Ns 
Old, ſo thoſe of the preſent Age all, (as 1 
-are Ordain'd to Salvation) muſt bear witneſs, — 
it is the Word of God; and that they have One 
and the Same Belief of all Things contain d therein, 
For a Unity of Faith is requit d from all the Mem- 
bers of Chriſt's Church. 

And this is it, that we hold the Catholick Faith, 
in one and the ame Senſe : For he, who perverteth 
the Senſe of any One Article of this Creed, * 

he that denieth it. Both are equally Hereticks : ha- 
ving equally departed from the da of the Chri- 

; ftian and Apoſtolick Faith, 

Now then, this I ſay, Brethren, and 1 think 1 
have the Spirit of God, as well as others, my Fel- 
low-Labourers in the Lord, That he, who forſakes 
the Unity of the Faith, ought, after the firſt or ſe 

cond Admonition of the Church, to be Rejected; and 

to be deny d the Right Hand of Fellowſhip, Tit ii. 
10, iu. For, if it is our Duty, as the Apoſtle elſe- 
Rom, 16. 1j. Where obſerves to mark thoſe, who cauſe Diviſions 
and Offences, and to avoid them: Much more to 

*Flee the Campany of thoſe, who divide from the 
Communion of true Believers, and pervert the Faith 

of Chriſt and his Goſpel,” Such, let me tell you, was 

„ Dr. Sele the Zeal of St. Jobn and his Companions, who 
upon 52 1 would not ſo much as tarry in the Bath, nor under 


' Evenglift. And the ſame Roof with Cerinthus, that Early Heretick 
ns ben n and Grandfather of Arrianiſm, as my Author 
Feel, Hiſt. lib. | 

— 1 too inthe fame. place that Polycarp when Marcien came into his preſence, and ſaid 
to __ Take TO of us, ot N returned him this Anſwer, I Toke notice of thee to be the wh begot- 
ten of the Dive 


calls 


— 
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lb dim, leſt it ſhould fall upon Them. 80 "Div 

geteus is il Society, and Heretical Company.” Aud 

St. Paul writing to Tiazotby, charges him to ſnun the 

Society of l and Philetus ; becauſe they bal 

erred as concerning * ſaying that the Reſurredth- . 

on is paſt 5 overthrown the Faith bo ; 

ſome. And * Nod Communication corrupts good 

Manners; he warn'd him further, not to have Foy 

Communication or Talking with them: for that 

their ver „ e was Poyſonous, and their Words lis 

did eat like a Canker. And in the next Chapter, af- TON! 

ter having reckon d up the vile Qualities of ſuch 

Men he faith, From ſuch turn away. And this was 

ever the Admonition of Chriſt and bis Apoſtles, ne- 

ver to hearken to the deceitful Doctrines of Unbe- 

lievers ; but to avoid and flee from them, as from 

the Enemies and Deftroyers of Mens Souls. | IL 
How Harmleſs and Innocent ſoever their Lives 

ſeem, whatever plauſible Pretences they make of 

enteric into League and Covenant with you; their 

Deſign is only to Ruin and Deſtroy. 

they are without, and Wolves within ; Angels of 

Light in appearance, and Devils in reality. - Whete- 

fore when Chriſt faith, By their Fruits ye ſhall kn 

thew : we are to underſtand the Fruits, not of Life, 

but of Doctriae. And _ our Bleſſed Saviour ele- | 

where intimates, ſaying, My Sheep follow me; 

they krom my Voice: And 4 1 will th, oat fol- 

low, but flee from bim : for they know not the Voice of 

ſtrangers. The Devil may appear in the form of the 

| Son of If God; and Hereticks like Meſſegers from Hea- 

= ven; but their Voice and their Doctrines are quite 

C | different 


2 Tim. iii. $- 


John iv, 1. 


— 
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mah, ok _ 
Romans,” who was Sav d by Faith alone without Works: but 


Romans, 


Phu x. 10. 


difterent and contrary one to another. And many 


Hercticks have been very Eminent for their Exem- 
lary and Holy Lives, and yet Damnd for their In- 
delity and Unbelief. We have an Inſtance in the 

Thief, as Origen and others have obſerv'd, of one, 


we no where read of one, who was Sav'd by works 
without Faith. Sheep then let ns be, but not ſuch 
as they would have us, filly, naked, and defenceleſs, 
fearful, and apt to run aſtray; that ſo under the 
Specious Names of ProteQors and Deliverers, they 
may the better ſurprize us, and make us an eafier 
Prey unto their Teeth: But Sheep harmleſs and In- 
nocent, Wiſe enough to know the Voice of our 
Great Shepherd, and never wandring aſtray from 
his Sheepfold after Strangers, who come not but for 
to Steal, and to Kill, and to Deſtroy. Let us hold 
faſt the Profeſſion of aur Faith; and never purchaſe 
Peace with Hereticks at ſo dear a Rate, as the loſs of 


our Souls by departing from it. If there be no other 


Means of accommodating ourDifferences,and ofliving 
peaceably among them; we ought to refrain their 
Converſation, and to have nothing to do with 
thoſe Sons of Perdition. God hath not left us a free 


Power to make what Compliances we pleaſe Here; 


it beat our own Peril, We mult always pre- 


fer the Friendſhip of God to the Friendſhip of Man, 
and poſtpone. our Secular Advantages to his Will; 
if ever we hope to come to his Everlaſting - Happi- 
neſs. For the Friendſhip of the World, is, in this Caſe 
eſpecially, the Enmity of God: For Peace with Here- 
ticks. cannot be bad without it. Beſides, a Fa 
* ; ; COnuder 
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conſider the Miſchiets Hereſy always brings along 
with it into any Church or State, wherever it hap- 
pens to come. It puts all things into Diſorder and 
. Confuſion: Ic Diſtracts and Confounds our New 
Converts : and Unſettles and Diſquiets our 2 
Catechumemiſts : It gives occaſion of Scandal and Of- 
' fence to the Unconverted Pagan; and makes the 
Profane Atheiſt Sport to Laugh at: In the State it 
creates Civil Commotjons and Diſturbanees; and 
promotes thoſe two greateſt Plagues of a Common» 
wealth, Sedition, and Rebellion: It foments and en- 
courages Strife and Contention, Clamour and Evil- | 
ſpeaking, Wrath and Bitterneſs, and whatever is of 5 
ill Report amongMiemn. 
When the Quabers then, the Diſciples of Mam Se Dr. Comber 
tanus, deſpiſe the Holy Scriptures, and ſetup againſt upon the word 
them New Lights and Revelations when the S-... 
f cinians, the Grandſons of Arian, _ the God- 
= Head of the Holy Jeſus, and the Bleſſed Trinity; 
„ when Reiterated Baptiſm is upheld by the 4 
e,; and the like Heretical Tenets by others 3 
h what good Chriſtian can ſpeak againſt ſuch Gover- 
0 


nours, who ſhall Excommunicate and Cut off ſuch 
from the Church and State? The 


* tt | THC + gy mm & incognites Re 

1 g — Laws, we know, Puniſh'd' 19 24 er quibus ani 
uch with Fines, Impriſonment, Ba- . enen moveantur ; bane- 
0 2 4 entur , bumitli 

I; niſhment, and Death. - And there are pr plectantur, Paulus Faris 


{till extant to the ſame purpoſe many C. Sent. Recere. 
e Reſcripts of the Old + Chriſtian Em- 15, Ke den the He 
a perors. But whatever Chriſtian Princes rick, preſerv d by Eaſebius in 
and Governours now think fit to do, Emperors Lite 
ns it is our Duty not to * with them, or ever 

1 ä C2 e 


— — ͤ— — — — — hy . — 
ken ii. 1. to yeild to, and comply with, their Permiciom 4 ud 
Damnable Doctrines, as St. Peter calls them. And in 


Mark. xii, 45, This that valuable Jewel, which when the 
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' this we have St. Paul for an Example, who ſpeaking 
If Falſe Brethren, faith, To whom ws gave no place by 
Subje@ion, or Compliance; vo, not ſor an Hour. Gal. 
| 11.5. Let uf therefore, as many 4s are perfeth, be thas 
- winded in all things, For this is the Will of God, ar 
uf is writien, There muit be aljo Hereſfes among you, 
that they who. are approved; ma be made mami feſi 
amorg:zan 1 Cor. xi, 19% God hath put à vitble 
Mark of Diſtinction between the Unbelievers andthe 
Elect; that thoſe who are his, may be made mani- 
feſt in the World to the Confuſion of Here tiche, the 
Encouragement of the Faithfal, and his own great 
and unſpeakable Gry. 541 Mun! „ 20 n! 
II. Then, I ay alſo, That the Doctrine of Mo- 
deration and Peace, is in vain urgd in all ſuch 
Caſes; wherein, if we comply, there is no poſſi- 
bility of keeping the peace of a good Conſcience. 


Merchant ſaw, he went and: ſold ell that he hed and 
bought iu. It is the Kingdom of Gad within we ; and 
the Palace of the Great King. While we keep this 
in our poſſeſſion, ſo long dwelleth the Spirit of 
God in our Hearts: but if once we loſe. it, God 


ſtraitway departeth from us. It is 2 Charm to 


guard us from the Evil One; and a Preſervative 
om the Witcheraft of Sin. With all your Get- 
tings then, get a good Conſcience ; and when you 
have got it, let it never depart from you. For it 
zs of more Value than all the Riches of the Earth: 
Silver and: Gold, and Rubies cannot — 
. | £ 
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And by this hall every one know that he hath i it 
in himſelf, when he keepth God's Commandments : 
For in hin who. hath a good Conſcience dwelleth 
no Unrighteouſnefs at all; I mean, no wilful 
Tranſgreſſion, nor any known Sin unrepented of. - 
And the peace of a good Conſcience. is this, an in- 
ward Tranquillicy and Serenity of Mind, ariſing 
from the ſenſe of our Conformity to the Laws of 
God, tollow'd with an internal Joy and Satisfaction, 
and Confidence towards God : See Gal. vi. 4. _— | 
John til. 20, 21. A prudent Care then to 
{erve this with Faith and Patience, both in our 
ſperity and Adverfity, ſhews us to be Sincere Chri- 
ſtians, and Men Wiſe unto Salvation. All hings | 
_ be ſufferd for ir: and nothing taken in ex- 

change thereof. Thus you have ” Joſeph and = 
| Blelſed Maſter for Examples, both of ſuffering” pat 

ently for it, and of refuſin ” that the World 

calls Ged. One preferr d a Dungeon to bi 

Miſtreſs's * Bed: and a rather to ſuffer 

all Aſfliction and Difgrace, than to break the Com- 

mandment of his God. How, faith he, to the 
wu Tempter, can do this great Wichedmſs, and 
anſbdGod ? Nor Beauty, nor Love, nor Pleafure 

— move the Chaſt Youth from his Duty: nor 

Threats, nor fear of Puniſhment nor Pumſhmer it (elf 

prevail with him to difobey his Maker. He denied 

her once and again, fled her Company and her Sight, 
left his Garment in her Hands and ran away: pa- 
tiently endur ing her falſe Accuſaripns, the Priſon 
and the Stocks, rather than part with the Heace of 
a good Contcience z as you may read the Story at 
1 


* 
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large, Gen. xxxix. And the other, our Bleſſed Savi- 


our, refus'd all the Pomp and Glory of the World, 


rather than bow the Knee to Satan. The World, the 


Fleſh and the Devil, in the days of his Temptation, 


were all vanquiſh d, and ſubdu'd by Holineſs and 
Goodneſs; nor were they ever able afterward to 
gain a Victory over him. I might inſtance too, in 
25 in St. Paul, and ſeveral others; if it were ne- 


ceflary to mention Any at this time, after our Great 


Maſter, by whoſe Example, as well as Precept, we are 
Taught, not to love the World, nor the Things of 
the World ; but the Things that are of God. Let us 
then learn in like manner, to-. prefer the Peace 
of a pure Conſcience, to all the glittering Pagean- 


try and pompous Vanity of the World, the de- 


ceitful Pleaſuresof the Fleſh, and the lying Promiſes 
of the Devil. Men, I know by my ſelf, are prone 


to Evil; and we are all apt to hearken too much to 


the ſoſt Whiſpers and ſoothing Blandiſhments of In- 
tereſt and Pleaſure. Too too frequently we ſet up 
Idols in our Hearts; Sacrifice Piety, Religion, and 
Vertue, to Luſt, Covetouſneſs, and Ambition; and 
baniſh the True God from our Thoughts. Yea, 
while Moſes is gone up to God, to receive Com- 
mandments for Men: we are often calling for Aaron, 
to make us other Gods to go before us. Ah! Sin- 
ful and Idolatrous Generation! How long ſhall we 


make Money and Pleaſure our God? and put our 


Truſt in the vain and tranſitory Things of this World? 


Both we and they muſt paſs away, and _— but 
our good Works will follow us, when we depart 


hence. What a Madneſs then is it to ſell Peace 
. ; an 
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and'a good Conſcience, Immortality and EtcrnalHap- | 


pineſs, for a few fading Vanities, and unneceſſary 


Pleaſures. Like Mother Eve, we (ell Paradiſe for a lit- 3 


tle Fruit! and like Father Adam, part with Heaven ve criftions 


to ſatisfy our Uxoriouſneſs. But what! is Fame and“ Lea. 
the Report of Men, of ſuch weight? Or the ſatisfa- 


ction of our own Deſires ſo valuable, as a good Con- 
ſcience, and Eternal Lite ? If not; what meaneth7t 


then, that we ſo eaſily part with theſe, to gain the 
other at any rate? Conſider, I beſeech you, what 


St. Jobs ſaith; If any love the World, the love of the Joh ii. ” 


Father is not in him. Lea, Pliny, the Heathen, may 


chame ſome Chriſtians in this particular: For, he |, 3 
faith, * We Remember with how much more Great- quono major; . 


neſs of Mind the Fruit of Honour and Goodneſs maß jim ie cli. 
be laid up in Conſcience, than in the Fame of Mer. 7 — * | 


umd reponatur. 


Reaſon then, muſt from hence conclude, That we Exit. lib. 1. xp. 
ought to part with a Friend, rather than the Peace *; le . 


of a good Conſcience by:committing Sin; and that r oficra in 


amicitiis, quibus 


we ought never to do an ill thing, or act contrary & en rribuer 


to God's Laws, to gratify any Perſon whatſoever. Cle, red; 


tribuere quod 
We muſt ſubmit our ſelves to one another; but always , bee, 


contra fb Jum 


in the fear of God, Eph. v. 21. We muſt not joyn 2, Ce. 0: 
our-ſelves to Wicked Men, nor by the plauſible Do- * 


ctrine of Moderation, ſuffer our ſelves to be wrought 
upon to have any Society with them, or to hearken 
to their wicked Delufions. David's Reſolution in 
this Caſe, ought to be ours, Away from me, ye wicked ;ʒ Pal. cxix. 115. 


Iwill keep the Commandments of my God. For, as our 
Saviour aith, He who loveth 4ther or Mother, Bro- Luke xiv. 26+ 


ther or Sifter, Wife or Children more than me, is not 
worthy of me. And again, Fa Man gain the whole baun. xvi, 26 
- | | | World. 
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World, ard loſe his own Soul, what profit or advantage 
hath be... 18 Lg 
III. then, Let us ſee, whether the Doctrine of 


Moderation and Peace can be urg'd any better in 
| thoſe Caſes, wherein if we Comply, it is not poſ- 


ſible to keep up the neceſſary Order and Diſcipline 


both of Church and State. h 
This Debate may be eafily Reſolv'd by Argu- 
ments drawn from the Utility and Honeſty - of the 
Actions tending either to the Preſervation or De. 
| ſtruction of good Order and Diſcipline amongſt us, 
e And here this Propoſition muſt be granted by eve- 
neſts, off re ry good Member of any Community, That no- 
der eerie, thing can be allow'd Profitable to any Church 
te us or State, which is not Honeſt: Nor any thing 


lun facinus. Cc. Honeſt, which tendeth not ſome way or other to 


04.193 the Publick Welfare, and Happineſs of their Mem- 
bers in Genera). For if any thing be allow'd to be 
Profitable, which is not Honeſt : then we make room 
for Thieves and Pirates, for Cheats and Couzeners. 
And, if any thing be allow'd Honeſt, which hath 
notendency to the Publick Good ; then we grant a 
liberty to particular Subverters of our Eſtabliſh'd 
Laws, to do what they pleaſe :. and ſo declare Fa- 

 Rion, and Rebellion, Diſcord and Schiſm to be Honeſt 
and Virtuous Actions; Contrary to the Juſter Sen- 
timents of all ſuch, who have ever been eſteem'd 
Wiſe and Good Men, both in the former and pre- 
ſent Ages. \OE IS a 
Wherefore, accounting nothing Profitable, but 


what is Honeſt ; nor any thing Honeſt, which doth 
8 95 7 not 


1 


... een „ 


— — — 0 A!— —— 
of Chriſtian Moderation and Peace. 33 
not ſome way or other advance the Publick Welfare 
or Intereſt ; it will follow, That we ought all 
to ſeek not ſo much our own good, as the good of 
the Public. . 8 
Let no Man then think, that when any Party of 
Diſcontented and Miſguided Men, divide their Inte- 
reſt and Happineſs from the Publick Intereſt of the 
Eſtabliſh'd Church or State, that there is either any 
Honeſty or Utility in fo doing. Faction, Rebellion, 
and Schiſm can only diminiſh the Strength, and di- 
ſturb the Flouriſhing Eſtate of Both : but can never 
do good either to the Peſtilent Authors thereof, 
or fo others. The Publick is made the worſe b 
them; and they themſelves, but ſeemingly, not real- 
ly the better: Or, if they were the better in their 
Private Capacities, as ſome counted Cromwell and his 
Accomplices, yet could they not be judg'd Honeſt 
Men, becauſe their Unjuſt Proceeding tended not to 
the Promotion of the Publick Welfare in General; 
but to the ſatisfying only of their own particular 
Inordinate Defires; even, as far as in them lay, by 
the Ruin both of Church and State. Which had 
certainly follow'd, if God of his Infinite Mercy had 
not remov'd his Judgments from us. ae 


| But let us put the Caſe a little otherwiſe : A Sepa- 

ration from the National Orthodox Church being 

made for the ſake of Conſcience and. Religion; 

| Wl as all Schiſmaticks would have it thought they do 

- Whether. ought the Doctrine of Moderation and 
Peace to be admitted Here, as Orthodox, or no £2 

t And if to be admitted, how far? 


t D As 
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As the Caſe was before, all the Civil Law in the 
World would declare in the Negative, againſt the 
Promoters of Faction and Schiſm upon any account; 
becauſe there is neither any Honeſty or Utility in the 
Action: But now the Caſe being a little vary'd, and 
their Separation ſuppos d to be made upon the ac- 
count of Conſcience and Religion, the Debate will 
become purely Theological. {3 

For the more exact Reſolution, and fairer De- 
termination of which Queſtion , I would have it 
Obſerv'd , that I ſpeak not here of a Religious 
Separation by Reaſon of any Difference in any Fun- 
damental DoCtrines of Faith; (for if their Separa- 
tion from us was upon ſuch Grounds, we ſtand Con- 
demn'd by our owu Teſtimony,” in the firſt part of 
this Diſcourſe, and their Separation wonld be very 
Juſtifiable;) but in Church Diſcipline only, which 
is properly call'd Schiſm. And even in Divinity, 
I frecly acknowledge that Judgment ought to be 
given againſt Diſſenters in this kind. For, as they 
have nothing to defend ſuch an Unlawful Separation, 
but an Erroneous Conſcience: So neither can any one 
elſe be able to ſay any thing for them; ſince their 
Wills areObſtinately bent not to hearken to Rea- 
ſon. Some better Men than themſelves have, I 
know, thought them Honeſt Men, Meek, Inno- 
cent and Conſcientious Perſons: but they themſelves 


have always declard the contrary; and upon all 


Occaſions ſhewn themſelves to be Heady, Tumul- 
tuous, and almoſt Ungovernable. Without fear, 
They ſpeak Evil of Dignities; and Revile the Rulers of 
the People. They are againſt Epiſcopal Governwent, 


: becauſe 
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becauſe they would not ſuffer that Eccleſiaſtical Cen- 


ſure which they juſtly deſerve: and allow the 
Ordination of Presbyters and Lay-Elders, contrary 
to Apoſtolical Order; becauſe they know themſelves 
not duly qualify'd to receive the Ordination of Bi- 
ſhops. They would have all our Church Canons and 
Conſtitutions Abrogated and laid aſide, (as I am 
ſorry to ſee they are) becauſe in them they are Con- 
demn'd: and would have our Liturgy thrown by 
and neglected, becauſe it prays againſt Schiſm; and is 


a Publick Church Cenſure of their Erroneous Pra- 


&ices. They Scandaſize the Worſhip of God: and 


keep Dubious Conſciences wavering and unſettled. 


And though they break not the Unity of Faith : yet 
they manifeſtly diſſolve the Bond of Peace. 
Theſe Things they who favour the beſt Opinions 
of our preſent Schiſmaticks, muſt acknowledge to 
be true; though they who deny Epiſcopal Ordinati- 


on, are in my Opinion, farther Cenſurable : And - 


let others ſee what Cenſures the Primitive Church 

paſs'd upon ſuch Diſſenters heretofore. | 
What Peace or Moderation then would ſuch Men 

require of us? Or, to what do their Doctrines of 


Union tend? Would they have us be, as they are, 


A ſtubborn (zeneration, that ſet not their Hearts aright ? 
Would they have us forſake all Decency in Religi- 
ous Worſhip, becauſe they themſelves ſerve God In- 
decently ? Would they have us declare Toleration 
neceſſary ; and ſo let them make havock of the Flock 
committed to Our Charge? If this be their meaning, 
I muſt plainly confeſs, that they ought not to be 
comply'd with in theſe things. For it is neither Fit 


+ © nor - 
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nor Rea ſonable, that becauſe they who are Aguiſh 

.and out of Ordcr, are offended with wholeſome 

, Food; therefore they who are well ſhould be de- 
. barr'] from it. * Good things Scandalize and offend 
aan malan wen- none, but Perſons of Vitiated Minds and Depraved 
Underſtandings. Tis true the Scripture faith, e 
— jw, FA whom the Offence cometh. But if 
to do well cauſe Diſcontent, the Offence is not given, 

but taken; and the Scandal rather received, than 

made: which may ſerve ſaid the late Learned and 

tn his Book in- Reverend Dr. Stuart to Reprove too many in our 
nes Church, who till Cry out of Weakneſs,and lit not eaſy 
though on their Mother's Knees. Her Cloaths offend 

their tender Eyes, and her Rites, ſay they, are Scan- 

dalous: and they muſt be relieved by that Text in 

cer. vin. wit, St. Paul. If Meat male my Brother to Offend, I will 
Eat no Fleſb while the World ſtands, leſt I make my 

Brother to Offend, But the Cafe no Man can Judge 

to be the ſame here. Eating is a Private and Indif- 

ferent Action, which a Man may do or let alone; 
concerning which kind of Actions, we have Declar- 

ed our ſelves already to be of the Apoſtle's mind. But 

the preſent inquiry is about Actions Publick, as ſaith 

the ſame Author, Solemnly defigned for our Reli- 

gious Meeting: Actions Enjoyned by Laws, and ar- 

proved of by the Better and Major part of the Peo- 

ple. Should the Church then give Content to ſome 

Few, who diſlike ; ſhe would diſpleaſe Multitudes 

that approve Her Ceremonies: and fo inſtead of a 
pretended flight Offence, ſhe would run her ſelf up- 

on a true groſs Scandal. And I cannot but obſerve, 

that if the diſlike of a few Ill diſpoſed Perſons can 

give 
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give Cafficient cauſe to Reprobate the Diſcipline otthe 
Church; Chriſtianity had been Ruined in its very _ 
Infancy, For many were offended, faith the Scrip- -- 
ture, with our Saviour himſelf. 

And now it is time to ſee, what the Primitive 
Church thought of this Controverfial point. The 
Apoltle tells us, that Schiſm is a Carnal Sin, 1 Cor. 
iii. 3. And therefore, it is plain, not to be Tolerated. 
And in another place he faith, Let all things be done .cer zi .. 
with Decency and Order. To put truſt and Confidence 
in Ceremonial and External Worſhip, though never 
ſo decent, was a thing Juſtly blamed by our Saviour 
in the Sadduces and Pheriſces ; but to uſe it only for 
Order and Decency is, you ſee, Apoſtolick and Un. 
currupt Doctrine St. Clement, who lived in the , 
time of St. Jobn the Evangeliſt, in his Epiſtle to the rirah.9882.46,47, 
Corinthians, blames them for their Schiſm, as highly . re 
Criminal. All the Fathers and Primitive Councils call 
it a very heinous and grievous Sin; and the Imperial 
Laws, Order Schiſmaticks to be fined Ten Pound of 
Gold, and the Conventicle Seized to the Emperor's 
uſe, as the Late + Dr. Comber hath obſerved. And + tus comp. 
this Law St Auguſtine hath both recorded and Com- bun none: 
mended. Lib. 1. Adv. Parmen, prope finem. « Word Schm. 
Now after all this, ſnall we Oppoſe our Opinions 
to their better Judgments: and declare in favour of 
Schiſmaticks, that the Doctrine of Moderation ought 
here to take Place. I cannot commend any one in 
this; for I fore- ſee no real miſchief, that can be- 
fil any Honeſt Man, if the ſame Laws were Eſtabliſh- 
ed now among us. But if for any weighty Reaſons 
belt known to my Superiors in Church and State, 
the 
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the Doctrine muſt at preſent be admitted; yet I muſt 
needs ſay that a Toleration being Granted them for 
the free and quict Exerciſe of their Religion, they 
ought to be content therewith, and to Order their 
Converſation peaceably in the State, with all due 
ſubmiſſion to the Queen and the Magiſtrates of the 
Rea!m appointed by her. And I am verily per- 
{waded that all ſuch who ſhall uphold and encou- 
rage them any farther will be guilty betore God and 
Man of all the Calamities, that (hall happen either 
in Church or State, as enſuing thereupon. 

And perhaps, it will be neither Improper nor 
Unſcaſonable to Remark here, That it has been the 
Obſervation not only of my ſelf, but of many o- 

thers, even Foreigners; That as to Religious Mat- 

ters, our Countrymen are naturally ſtudious of No- 
velty, and Superſtitiouſly fond of their own way of 
Worſhip, tho never ſo contrary to Primitive Do- 
ctrine. And being thro' the Negligence and Remiſs- 
neſs of Parents and Tutors, too often ſuffered in our 
Non-age to do what we liſt, we generally prove, 
when we are grown Men, to be averſe to Reproof 
and ſound Counſel, (elf Conceited, and obſtinately 

Asi me conje» Tenacious of our own Opinions. The Populacy 

Tor Reiten: eſpecially is very Notorious for thinking too well 

rionis pars ine. Of themſelves, and too ill of others; and of prefer- 


perrima eſt in 


Aol, ubicum ring their own Opinions to the Judgments of all o- 


ttudio veritatis , 


vie fudium ther Men, tho' much their Supertors in Wiſdom, 


axiquiats, 1 Learning, and true Piety. And hence it is that the 


Salmafium. Ep. a pureſt and beſt Reformed Church in the World is 


* Church retains (by Wallfrid Strabo's own Confefſion) the Litanica of moſt acceptable Perfect ion, both 
for Matter and Form, for all Nmes, Perſons, Places, Accidents and Occafions (above all Platforms and 
Churches in the World,) Warmleſs, Compleat, and Uſeful. Dr. Spark upon Reg at ion Week, 


* 
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rent in pieces by Groundleſs and Unhappy Schiſms 
and Diviſions; which nothing, but the force of 
wholeſome Laws, can ever heal and repair. For, if 
they are left to themſel ves, rather than part with their 
Beloved Opinions, tho' never fo Erroneous and He- 
terodox, they will ſuffer their own particular, > Fa- 


milies to be torn aſunder; for the 
farther they depart from the Inſtitu- 
tions of their Fathers, the nearer they 
think themſelves to Heaven. But 
tho' I am none of thoſe who think 
that all of other Se& will be exclud- 


ed from the Kingdom of Heaven, 


(which God forbid ;) yet I know no 
{ure Hopes they have, or can have, 


b Quo longius à veſtigiis patrum ab- 
ſunt, eo ſe propiores cælo credunt.— 
Forre in unam ſuperſtuionem conſenſe- 
rat cum duobus liberis pater, e plebe 
vir, five vulgus intra opum, aut ingeiu- 
orum, humilitatem æſtimes. III. tres 
unam Rempublicam Sectamque faciebant 
( Et ſape non pluribus Iz Rel'giones 
conſtant.) Tandem pervicacius inter ſe de 
diving te agentibus, degceſſit primum à 
filiis pater, non quod Meliora ſentiet, 
ſed Diverſa----- Mox autem & diſciſſis 
mentibus alter ſratrum alterum è cœleſti 
conſortio excluſi. Sic de anguſta Eccle- 


of a berter Life, who leave the Old de gende Fette nan, 
beaten Road to Heavenz to ſeek out fer gel. Fel in umemum prong, Jo | 
New and Uncertain ways thereto, Rep. A gl. Edit. Lugd. Bar. leculi tur | 
Met hinks (ach hazard their Salvation Perioris Anuo Tricemo, | 
too much ; who preſume on God's Mercy, where 
he hath not promiſed it: And forget that he is infi- 


nitely True and Juſt as well as infinitely Merciful. 5 4 


; God may be Extraordinary Gracious to ſome, tis true; | 
ö but he hath Commanded us all to make Uſe of the 
7 Ordinary means of Grace appointed by Chriſt and 
| his Apoſtles in the Goſpel, or Delivered by them to 
. the Biſhops and Paſtors of the Primitive Church, to | 
* be conveyed by faithful Hands to the ſucceeding Ge- | 
, nerations. And as tis unſafe and unſecure for Men | 
e to leave theſe Apoſtolick Rules, and to follow af 
is ter Fables or their own Dices: fo tis more than 
ar probable , . that thoſe who refuſe the 1 | 
cans 
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Means of Salvation, when they are offer'd them, 
will be thought unworthy of any Extraordinary 
Grace of God hereafter, It was our Saviour's Say- 
ing to the Jews, Walk while ye have the Light, 1:ſ 
Darkreſs come upon you, John xii. 35. And St. Paul 
ſaith, That unto them, who are contentions and obe 
not the Truth, but obey Onrighteouſneſs, is reſerved In- 
dignation and Wrath, Rom. ii. 8. And again, If a 
Man think himſelf to be ſomething, when he is nothing, 
he deceiveth himſelf, Gal. vi. 3. And, If a Man alſo 
firive for Maſtery, yet is he not crown'd, exceps he 


ftrive lawfully. 2 Tim. 11. 5. Some, believe, think 


their Ignorance will excuſe them: and that the 
blame and Puniſhment of their Errors will be laid 
upon their Falſe Teachers. But I wiſh theſe may not 


De jrmitare He reckon'd in the number of thoſe, who * flatter 


Klandimu?t , 


& 


4b 44ri4, fte. themſelves becauſe of their weakneſs: and are glad 
mu, wewer g thereof, that they may Sin with the greater free- 


frmamurx. 
Bernard. 


Matth. xv. 14. 


dom. I am ſure, that the Plea of lgnorance is but 
a bad Excuſe for ſuch; who have the Light of the 
Goſpel, and great Numbers of Orthodox Preachers 
to Inſtruct them better. And the Scripture ſeems to 
condemn even ſuch. For if the Blind lead the Blind, 
ſays our Saviour, they ſhall both fall into the Ditch. 
And therefore they ought to think rather, that it is 
for ſome wilful Sin, that God ſuffers them to be thus 
miſked by ſuch ſelf-made Prophets. 5 
For this Cauſe therefore, Since our Natural 
Study of Novelty, our Self- Conceitedneſs and Su- 
rſtitious Obſtinacy is ſuch, as will be very apt to 
ring ſwift Deſtruction upon us and our Families, 
if not timely prevented; we ſhall have ſo little 
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Reaſon to complain of thoſe Governours, who 
ſhall make Wholſome Laws to Reſtrain our Spiritual 
Ambition; that we ought to make it our Daily 
Prayers to God, That He would be pleas'd by their 
Means to put a ſtop to the Fatal Growth of Schiſm 
among us. For till this be done, whatever Ill - de- 
bgning Men ſay to the contrary, it will be impoſ- 
ible ever to ſettle a laſting Peace among us. And 
Union will be in vain Recommended to us from 
the Throne; till we can agree in a Unity of Do- 
Arine. For we plainly perceive that Liberty of 
Conſcience, ſuch as hath of late been granted, is 
uled only for a Cloak of Maliciouſneſs ; and that all 
the Feuds and Quarrels in the State are begun and 
upheld by means of that Novel Doctrine. 

Theſe things, Brethren, I have the more freely 
declar'd unto you. | 

if That you may know the better how to 
Order your Converſation both among your ſelves, 
and to all Men. | mw 

2dly, That no Doubts or Scruples may hence- 
forth ariſe in your Minds, Whether Non-Compli- 
ance with Hereticks, Schifmaticks, and Evil-livers, 
be breaking the Bond of Peace and Unity. For 
the Offence, as hath been prov'd, is rather taken 
than given; when Men are offended at what is 


2dly, That you may be able to diſtinguiſh the 


Enemies of our Church and State from thoſe, who 


are the real Friends and Defenders of Both. 
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- ** _ 4thly, That we, and all the People of this Na- 
tion to whom this Doctrine ſhall come, may learn 
to ſpeak with Honour and Reſpect of thoſe. Wor. 
thy and Pious Patriots, who have had that Chriſti. 
an Courage to Maintain the Truth; and are Re- 
ſolv'd, I truſt, vnder God, to root. out in his due 
time all Hereſy and Hypocriſy from amongſt us. 
5thly, That we may give. God thanks, for that 
He hath inclin'd his Ear unto us, in ſending into 
our Parliament-Houſe ſuch Wiſe and Good. Magi- 
ſtrates, as we have pray d to him for: Magiſtrates, 
by whoſe Prudent and Godly Endeavours we hope 
to ſee all thing ſettled upon the beſt and ſureſt Founda- 
tions : That Peace and Happineſs, Truth and Juſtice, 
Religion and Piety may be Heal among us for all 
Generations. | | 

6thlz.That we may pray for the future, with greater 
Confidence and Aſſurance of Hope, That He would 
be pleaſed to Dire and Proſper all their Conſultations to 
the Advancement of His Glory, the Qood of His Church, 
the Safety, Honour and Welfare of our Sovereign and 

Her Kingdoms. — gt 
And laſtly, That the Word. of the Lord may have free 
courſe, and may be glorified, even as it it with you. ' 
And now I Exhort and Beſeech you. for Jeſus 
Chriſt's ſake, ſo to walk as you have been, Taught; 
to be always Meck and Humble in Spirit; Not ren- 
dring Evil for Evil: To provide things Honeſt in the 
ſiabt of all Men; and if it be poſſible, as much as in 
Jon lieth, to live peaceably with them: To make it 
your Prayers and Endeavours to Hold the Faith in 
the Unity of the Spirit, in the Bond of Peace; and in 
Righte- 


of Chriſtian Moderation and Peace. 27 
Righteouſneſs of Life. And to let this be the Daily 
Care of you all, to ſtrive who ſhall be moſt Exem- 
plary for their Piety toGod, their Obedience to the 
Queen, and for their Zeal to the Publick Welfare both 
of Church and State. Finally, Brethren, whatſoever rng. . 4, ,.. 
things are True, whatſoever things are Honeſt, whatſo- 0 
ever things are Juſt, whatſoever things are Pure, what. 
ſoever things are Lovely, whatſoever things are of good 
Report, if there be any Vertue, and if there be any Praiſe, 
think on theſe Things : And the God of Peace ſhall. be 
with you. Amen. 


Now to God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all 
Praiſe, Honour, and Glory, both now, and 
Ever. Amen. | 
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